GOD’'S WORDS TO STRENGTHEN
YOUR GRASP ON GRACE GIVING

“You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the streng’ch of
my hands have producecl this wealth for me.” But remem-
ber the Lorp your God, for it is he who gives you the abil-

ity to produce wealth.” DEUTERONOMY 8:17-18

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world
and all who live in it.” PsALm 24:1

“The land is Mine and you are but aliens and My ten-
ants... the silver is Mine and the gold is Mine.”
LEvITICUS 26:23; HAGGAT 2:8

“Your plenty will supply what they need...You will be
made rich in every way so you can be generous on every

occasion.” 2 CORINTHIANS 8:14; 9:11
“God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

“Do not store up treasures on earth. .. Store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven.” MATTHEW 6:19-20

“Bach of us will given an account of himself to God.”
ROMANS 14:12

“To whom much is given, of him will much be requirec]."

LUKE 12:48

“It is requirecl of a steward that he be found faithful.”
1 CORINTHIANS 4:2

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be
able to give as generously as this? Every‘ching comes from
you, and we have given you only what comes from your

hand.” 1 CHRONICLES 29:14

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in Go&, who richly pro-
vides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command
them to do goocl, to be rich in goocl deeds, and to be gener-
ous and wiHing to share. In this way they will lay up trea-
sure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”
1 TivoTHY 6:17-19

ANOTHER OBJECTION:

2. I'M HERE ONLY FOR A SHORT TIME
IN MUNICH AND MICC

MICC has always existed in large measure because of the financial
support of people who are here for only a short time. These people’s
gifts may have been small or large, but cheerful, faithful, proportion-
al giving.

You are enjoying what is here now in MICC because of the faith-
fulness and sacrificial giving of others who were here only a year or
two in the past.

My encouragement to you: cheerfully make it possible for others
to benefit from your generosity after you have gone. Let’s build
together for the future of MICC in Munich.

FINALLY, REMEMBER THIS:

The way to freedom and joy in Christ is not found in calculation but
in meditation. Don't just sit down with your accounts and calculate
your obedience. Rather, consider the Gospel: look at what Christ
has done, not with a debtor mentality, but see him as the great and
glorious example of giving with freedom, joy, abundance, grace,
eternal perspective, and love. Meditate on what he has done, and
on what he has promised. Allow him to transform your heart and
mind so that joyful, free obedience flows from a renewed heart and
spirit in Christ.

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has
been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe
test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they
gave according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their
means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of
taking part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expect-
ed, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will
of God to us. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty might become rich. 2 Cor 8:1-5,9
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